A new TB vaccine: fact or fiction?
Vaccination has been spectacularly successful in eradicating or controlling some infectious diseases, and is particularly attractive as an approach to tackling other infectious diseases. Although vaccination against tuberculosis has been done for nearly 100 years, it is clearly not that successful since the disease still occurs at epidemic levels in animals and humans in many areas. New approaches to vaccination against TB in humans and animals are currently in the pipeline, but none show either complete protection or sterilization. However, there is evidence to suggest that vaccination may deliver some positive outcomes. Not only should we be investigating new vaccines, but also how vaccines and candidates are used and delivered. There are many reasons to think that this task will not be simple, or perhaps not possible in some cases. We present different aspects of the development of vaccines against TB, outline some complications and suggest some new ways to consider this problem.